/m. w.T.

-

THE NEW YORK HERALD.

WHOLE NO. 9252.

NEW YORK, FRIDAY, JANUARY 10, 1862.

PRICE TWO CENTS.

NEWS FROM WASHINGTON.

Speech of Mr. Sumner in the Senate on
the Trent Afair.

The Position of England and
the United States as Regards
the Law of the Ocean.

Great Britain Pledged to the Mari-
time Code of America.

The lomhry of the Wavy Roughly
Handled in the Senate.

The Financial Operations of Morgan ana Cum-
mings Under Consideration,

IMPORTANT ARMY BILLS BEFORE CONGRESS.

Arrival of the Released Prisoners
from Richmond,
&cn

&e., &o.

Wasamaron, Jan. 8, 1862,

MB. SUMNER'S SPERCH ON THE TRENT AFFAIR.
The speech of Mr. Bumner in the Senalo to-day, on the
Trent affair, was o ly and | o exposi of
the triumph of American principles as appited to interna-
tional law. In all his arguments and illustrations he lefy
our respected mother England ‘‘out in the cold.” Ho de-
moostrated that by all other leading European Powers
the Amerjcan doctrine bad been recognized and admitted
for many years, and that England alome had opposed
i. The inconsistency of the present position of
England, with her policy in all the past, was ad-
mirably iflustrated,and the conclusion, that Great Britain
s now slopped from any future assertion of her doctrine
in veforence to the right of wvisitation and h, waa

obliged to expend money to keep themselves from
starving.

The prisooers number one bundred and ninety, and
were comforiably cared for at the Government Voluntary
Recelving House, near the railroad station. Dr,A. Tripps
of Soranton, Penn., s among the arrivals. The remain-
der of the party either went home after arriving in Balti”
more from Old Poiat, or are detalned thore at the govern-
:rl::hllﬂlﬂl-lh; owing to thelr wounds breaking out

THE CONDUOT OF THE WAR COMMITTEE.

The jolut committee appointed on the 19th of Decem-
ber, Lo examine into the conduct of the war, have assi-
duously applied th ives to that duty. They have
been in nesalon nearly every day since, and bave obtained
much valuable information. Senator Wade, the chair,
man, is 80 industriously engaged that he s seldom seen
in the Senate, and then only when important votes re-
quire his presence.

A BILL TO PUNIEH FRAUD AND BRIEERY.

In the Houee to-day Mr. Harris lntroduced a biil to pre-
vent fraud in the public service and punish bribery in
eortain cases. This bill makes it & high misdemeanor,
and a subject for indictment o any United States court
having criminal jurisdiction, for any one to promise, offer
or give, directly or indirectly, anything to any officer or
public agent, either before or after his election or ap-
pointment, to influence his vote, decision or action in any
proceeding, or In the discharge of any duty, or
to induce him to mneglect or omit the perfor-
mance of any duty, or to use his influence to
procure any appointment or emolument, or allowance, or
paymeni. The peoalty fixed is & fine of not less than the
value nor more thap three times the value of the
thing offered or given or accepted, and imprisonment in
the penitentiary for not less than one nor more than ten
years, und disqualification forever from holding any office
under the United States. The same penalty attaches to
the officer convicted of recelving any such bribe, and the
terms “‘officer” and *‘public agent’’ are made to include
all who are performing any service for the United Blates,
The bill also provides that any disbursing officer or agent
1o make contracts or purch for the gov , who
£hall directly or indireetly accept a present or reward,
#hall forfeil hin office, and be promptly removed.

AFFAIRS ON THE LOWER FOTOMAC.

Thaere is considerable ice in the Potomae, but the iron
clud steamer King Philip keeps the communication open.
The steamer Stepping Stones came from the lower flotilla,
paat the batteries, last night, to the flagshipof the upper
flotilla. Nothing new had occurred down the river. The
rebels are thought W be reserving their strength toat-

tack the Pensacola when she goes Lo sea.
THE ARMY.
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brilllant and effective. The speech was impressively de-
livered. The galleries of the Senate were densely crowd-
od. Notwith ding the inel y of the weather, the
Iadies’ gallery was filled to overflowing. Mrs. Vice Pre-
gident Hamlin and a party of her friends occupied sests
ihe diplomatic gallery, which was also filled. Becre-
taries Chase and Camoronm occupied seats on
the floor of the chunber, where were  also
the Fronch, Russian, Austrian, Prussian, Danish and
Bwedish Ministers. Lord Lyons was not present, as oti-
quette required that he should not be there on such an
oocagion. The speech was listened to with fixed atten.
tion by Ssnators Bright and Powell and ex-Senator Green:
M. Mercler, the French Minister, occupied a seat next to
Mr. Bright,and exchanged salutations with Mr. Bumner

oL the conclusion of the speech, a8 did also most of the

other foreign dignitaries,

Mr. Sumner's speech has created a marked impression
on the public in regard to himself. It has removed much
prej that existed against him, and added greatly to
his reputation as & profound stateaman. The impression
prevailed that, with all his Jearning, his extraordinary
acquirements, and splendid talents, he could nol avoid
¢be introduction of his peculiar views In reference to
slavery:; and on acceunt of the strong anti-slavery pro-
clivities of England hitherto,and the sympaihy hereto-
fore from this cause existing between lsading English poli-
d ourown y men of Mr. Bumner's clags'
# was spprehiended by many that he would be inclined w
lean towards Grest Britain in this comtroversy. His
course to-day was, therefore, an ngreeable surprise. The

b of any in his speech to the negro ques-
tion demonstrated his ability and willlngonees to rise
superior to the one idea attributed to him, and the
scathing exposition of British inconsistency in regard to
the right of search, and tho dignified rebuke he ad.
ministored to England, exhibited his capacity to regard
public affairs with the eye of a genuine statesman.

The applause accorded Lo this really great production is
universal and unqualified.

GENERAL STONE AND THE RENDITION OF
BLAVES,

Bome three weeks since, it was announced that General
Stone, commanding a brigade in General Banks' column,
wan tiekling the rebels by returning fogitive slives, and
that he compelied M h Idiers in his com-
mand to perform that service. This tnotunly
aroused the indiguation of Governor Andrew, of that State,
bul that of the Senators and most of the repressntatives
from Massach 8 & , & few days after-
wards, in commentiog in his place in the Senate upon the
order of Gen. Halleck concerning the disposition of slaves
that cames within his lines, took occasion to allude to
Gon. Stone's course in returning fugitives, the facts con-

FUGITIVE

despatch to-day from Governor Denniston, of Ohlo, tender-
ing him the command of & regiment of cavalry, to be as-
signed to Kentocky.

Robert J. Ballestier was to-day appointed Second Lieu-
tenant in Captain Mott’s old battery. He was at Bull
m,'lunhe quitted hi 1-_": .|"

First Lioutenant Stewart, of Capiaig Mott's battery,
who was severely injured some time gince at drill, to-day

reporied himself for duty.

Also & bill to ncrease the clerical force of the office of
the Adjutant Geueral,

Mr. Suxzuix, (rep.) of Ohio, from the Seloct Committes
on Compensation, &c.,in the departments, reported a bill.

Also a bill to reg the comp fon of officars of
the army.

Mr, Cowan, (vep.) of Pa., presented a petition from the
homeopathic surgeons and physicians employed in the
army.

Also s bill in relation to the appointmens of chaplains
in the army, and to allow Jewish chaplains.

ALLEGED GREAT FRAUDS BY ARMY AND NAVY (ONTRACTORS.

Mr, Hainm, (rep.) of N, H., presented a petition from
al“l.vlrnc of Pennsylvania, which states as follows:—

S atuls be evacied I,’t;... “the ppol
ment of parsons without the statule therefor,

PUNISHMENT OF FRAUDS ON YHE TREASURY,

Mr. Huix also introduced s bill to punish fraud on the
Treasury. The bill providea that any person obtaining
mooey fraudulently be punished with & fine to the

amountof money snd imprisonment at hard labor for not
more than ten years. If any oftiver of the government do

BUGAR AND
regard to bonded coffee and
sugar, laid over yesterday, was taken up and passed by
yeas 28, nays 1.

AFERCH OF MR. SUMNER ON THE TRENT AFFAIR

The communication from the Secrotary of State in re-
gard 1o the Trent affair was taken up.

Mr, Scawem, (rep.) of Mass. , said—Mr, President, every
principle of international law, when justly and suthorita-
tively settled, becomes & safeguard of peace and a land-
mark of civilization. It constitutes a part of thateodo
which is the suprems law, above all municipal laws,
binding the whole Ith of Buch a
settlement may be by a geueral congress of nations, a8 at
Munster, Vienna or Paris; or it may be through the gene-
ralaccord of treaties; or it may be by a precedont es-
tablished under such conspicuous circumstances, with
aH nations as assenting witoesses, that it shall at onoe
become in Itself a commanding rule of International con-
duct. Especially is this the case, if disturbing preten-
sions long maintained to the detriment of civilization, are
practically renounced by the Power which has maintained
them. Without any congress or treaties such a precedent
bas been established. Buch & precedent ought Lo be con-
sidered and understood in its true character. In under.
taking o explain it, I shall speak for myself alooe; but
1 shall speak frankly, according to the wise free-
dom of public debate, and the plain teachings of history
of the question involved, trusting sincerely that what I
say may contribute something to clevate the honest ps-
triotism of the couniry, and perhaps secure that tran-
quil judgment which will render this precedent the herald,
if not the goardian; of international harmony. Two old
men and twe young lates, y taken from the
Britieh mail packet Trent on the high seas, by order of
Captain Wilkes, of the United SBtates Navy, and nfter-
wards detaloed in custody at Fort Warren, bave been
1ib 1, and placed at the dispoaition of the Hritish

All of Captain MotV's officers have been pr d from
the ranks. The Captain is determined to admit of no
other appointments if he ean holp it, and the men under
bim, knowing this determination, work with & hopeful
zeal and courage.

First Lieuteoant W. G. Mitchell, of the Forty-ninth
Pennsylvanis regiment, has been appointed Ald-de-Camp
on the stall of Brigadier General Hancock.

PAYMENT OF THE TROOPS,

All \he muster rolls sre nearly completed, and arrange-
ments about perfected for paying our troops across the
Potomac. Major Ritter to day pald off the Forty-third
New York Volunteer regiment, Colonel Vinton.

ATTEMFPT TO BLOW UP A HOSFITAL AT ALEXANDRIA.

An sttempt was last night made to blow up the Man_
sion House in Alexandris. This was formerly ocoupled
as a hotel, but now as & hospital. A barrel had been se-
creted In the cellar filled with powder and projectiles,
and a fuse was found extending from tbers Lo the stable.
In proximity to the bustibles lucifer hes and
Chinese crackers had been plentifully distributed. Tho
fise end at the stable had actually ignited; but the act
was fortunntely dmcovered by the guard, and the pro-
gresa of Lhe slow fire extinguisbed. But for this watch
fuluess and prompt action, not only would several hon-

government. This has been done st the instance of .that
governusent, courtecusly conveyed, and founded on the
asgumption that tbe originul capture of these men was an
act of violence which was an affront to the British flag
and & violation of (aternational law This s a simple
outling of the facts. Butin order to appreciate the
value of this precedent, there are other mat-
tern which must be brought into  view.
These two old men were citizens of the United
States, and for many years Senators. Uno was the anthor
of the Fugitive 8lave bill, and the other was the chief
nuthor of the fillbustering systom, which has disgreced
our nativoal namne and disturbed our naticoal peace. Oc-
cupying places of trust and power in the service of their
couutry , they conspired ngaivet it, and at last the secret
traltors and conspirators became open rebeis, The pre-
sent repellion, now surpuesing in proportions and also In
wlkudum ::I rtgamon in .!éls‘;m&a l\nl I‘t'mni hltho begin-
ning qu! and promot r untiring energies.
That country to which they wv:{l love, honor and obedi-
ence, they betrayed and gave over to vinlence and outrage.
Treason, congpirscy and rebellion, each o puccessivn,
haveacted through them. The tucalculable expenditures
which now task our national resources, the untold de-

ent of alfairs, not only st home, but aiso abroud,
the lovy of armies simost without an exumple, the de-
vastation of extended regious of teeritory, the plunder of
peaceful ships on the ovean, and the slaughter of fellow
citizens on murderous battlo field—such are some of

drod lives probably bave been lost, but other il

Feaulted.

NUTICE TO APPLICANTE FOR APPOINTMENTS IN THE
FAVY.

Applicants for situations as master’s mates in the Navy
Yard are required to accompany their papers with recom-
mesdations from their last employers, and must have
soen three years sea service, and pot be over thirty
years of age, Acting masters are similarly appointed,
with the exception that they must not be over forty
years of age.

MONETARY AFFAIRS,

Treasury notes are four per cent discount.
o New York i per cent.

THE NEW URANADIAN MINISTER.

It is implied in a recent publication that General Herran

Exchange

tho q directly from them.
earry forward lllll’;unhrtaellpnuc orime of which
they, were o large a part, these two old men, with their
two {uunger arrociates, stole from Charleston on board &
rebel steamer, and, under cover of durkness nud storm,
running the blockade, and avoiding the crulsms in that
neighlorhomd, succeeded in reaching the noutral siand of
Cuba, where, with open displany and the knowledge of the
British Consul, they embarked on board the British mail
packet, the Trent, bound for St Thomas, whence they were
o embark for kpgund, in which kingdom oue of them was
to play the part of emmbassador of the rebellion, while the
uther wus 10 play the sume part in France, The original
treagon, conspiracy and rebellion of which they wer: so
beinously gulity , were all continued on this voyage, which
hecame & prol fon of the orjginal crime, destined
to atill further oxoess, through their ombassadorial
protensions, which, it was huped, would arrsy two
great nations tthe Unitod States, and oulist them
nly ] of an accursed slaveholding rebellion.
While on'thelr way tho embassadors were arrestod by

ndicale, sword in hand, with a s volo efe fubvo on the very

k w'ﬁeh ina Muf"aur territory.

Thus it appears that the t complaint of the
British government is not fou on the assumption by
the American war steamer of the belligerent right of
nor on the ground that this right was exercised

tral vessel between two ports; nor
sustained

the protection of the innocent as well as the guilty.
there can be no question. It is but
maxim, recordod in the

than cne suffor,”” with this
that in the present case a few gullty escape,

while the  avoryw on Bea o
ueurlti. And this ity becomes more valoable as a
triumph of civilizativn, when it is considered that it was
ng r yeven at the cannon’s moutt. Do et,
#ir, that the qu:{llﬂ llvolvml I.nlml:tis o is
sriclly a 8 Lres-
pass gut.wm two nw bors, Th': British began
y taking the jon of -
visers, precisely as an individual begins in

1 p
nasult at law b the opinion of his attor-
ney. hmﬂnw{t:ﬁhnumdﬁ.lbv
thilt war i8 4 proper of deciding lm Te-
vive, in collossal tha ed al b
battle, and to imitate darkages when such proesed-
ing was opealy d be the best nud most honora-
ble mode of ﬂacldh‘hmanmmt point of law. “It
was & matter of doubt dispute,” says an carly histo-
rian, “whether the of & son ought to be reckoned

the children

m]mu[;
with thelr uncles, i r happencd to die whi

thoir grandfather was alive. An was called to
deliberate on this . it was the ral opinion

that it t o be
cision m But

course, and des

plo and nobles, appolnted matter Lo be decided
r;:ru II.-‘“. I;'ﬂmlut;l 7 npowgn dut
B rly  pr , am
tﬂo amazement of Wbe civihzed world, to with.
draw the peiot of law wpow raised by Great
Britain, from I adjudication nnd submit it to trial
by combat. But the frrational asachronism of such »
ition becomes flagrant from the luconsistoney
of party which it; for it cannot be forgotten
Britain. parsaiostiy SR M copeeits Eroad R e
pe ¥ an oppcs m
which she now takes. British i seems Lo
have been narrowed down to a single point; but it |2 put
to be disguised that are yet other points on which,
had the ship been carried into port for lcation, eon-
troversy must have ar Not to omit anything impor-
i points, among

tant, lol me say that the three following
others , bave been prezested in the cane—
1. That thereizure of the rebel emissaries without taking

The same British n:Mrut forth under the
administration of John Adams,and was again encoun-
tered. Mr. Pickoring, at that time Secretary of State, in
@ latter to Rufus King, our Minister at London, dated Juue
8, 1796, after repeating tho rulo proposed by Mr. Jefler-
Ron, says:— 2

But it will be an important point gained, §f on the e
aur fag those of whitever nution sho shall sl under
ARG o unia humsanity, s well s inieroat, powerfully
plead.— State Pagiers, vol, i. p. 874 — nistr

And again, at & lster day, during the same administra-
tion, n:f‘m:’-.uu, Mfterwards the  venerated Chicf Jus
tice of the United States, and at the time Secretary of
State, in bis instructiens to Rufus King, at London, dated
Beptember 20, 1800, pay®:—

The Impreasment of n {m an Injury of very seri.
ok mnm.dewhuh o;;ﬁ;a:;u“ the feelings and the
bonor of the natlon,  * ¢ & Alienseamen, not
Hritish subjects, in our merchant service, ought 5
right to their persons or totheir u?u‘;m ;cll:g 5:.'"
our is.at the fhme ¢ andd an a

an act of viol for which I.b:l'-l! exists no palllative.
¥
Popars,vat. 2, 3. 489
The same British p d (tmolf ¥
under the administration of Mr. Jeflerson. Throughout
the eight years of his Presidency the repeated oulrages
of British cruisers never for & moment allowed it to be
B AT i vt L o
State, and nooe VAr produc
aro more masterly than those in which he exposed

1

And this curt praposition, though in some resp ¢ts inde-
finite, has been of ten "’f""‘d :‘im by writers on the
Inw of nations. Ouits face it leaves the question unset-
tiod, whether the emisraries of an unrecognized govern-
meut can “""QE"’“' But there is another case in which
the sumo British judge, who has done so much to illis-
trat international law, has used language which seems
o embrace not only authentic embassadors, but aiso pre-
tenders to this character, and all others who are publie
agents of the ecoemy. Says this eminent magistrate:—

It a ™ o me on principle reasonable that

b mlﬂl of wulll 1mwmhlr the oy that
wuch pereona should be semt out on the service und ot tie
publ #e, it should afford equ nd of forfeiture
xmﬂw:&m ‘:'1.&‘& I;Il,' be let out for & pnrp%u O i
R e hokfo- cpucalions: S

Admit that the g B
ment cannot be ized as embassadors with the lia-
bilities ua well as ities of this ch , yet, in
the fuce of these words it s difficult to see how a govern-
ment bowing hubitually to the suthority of £ir Willinm
Beutt, and regarding our rebels as ‘*bolligerents,' can ns-
sert that a steam packet, sonveying emissaries from these
belligeronts, ' sent out on the public service and at the

ublic expense," was £ o lang of Lord

ussell, ‘' pursuing & jawful and tonocent " AL
least, in this sseertion, this government secms to turn
its back ugain ypon its own history; or it sets aside tho
facts so openly boasted with regard to the public clra-

—The i

Inad

ion of an

tyranny of this tepsion. In the course of ihis | racter of thess fugitives. On this question Aritish policy
discussd show F'tleao pocial hardship found in the | may change with eir 8, and British prece ents
fact that the sallors wero taken from the ship st the | may be uncertain, but the original American policy i u.i-
mere will of an officer, without any form of judicial pro- | changeable, and the American which
eoedings, nnd thus early presonted against tho pretension | ilk it are reaties, The words of
of Great Britain the objection which i# now | Vattel, and the judgments of Sir William Seott
n by her, Here are his emphatic words, in his | were ‘well knows to he statesmen of the Unitsd

instruetiong to Mr. Monroe, at that time our
Minister at London , dated January 5, 1804 —

reason and justice for the tests of this practice, it
2, it degrives the deurest rights of

a regular trind, to which the most inconsiderable
properiy captured on the high seas in entitled, und

{rares the desting o the will of anoficer, sometimes cruel
often Ignorant, and Emmu interested, by want of man-
ners, in h's own 0. henever property found in s
newtul vessel i supposed to be lable, on any mﬂndh‘w
captuce and condemuation, the rule in allcases (v, that the
queston shall not be decided by the captor, but be rarried
efure o lngal tribunal, whers s regular trinl may be bad, and
where the capt e f (8 labls to damages Tor an

i

or him
nbuse of his war, Can it be ressopable, then, or
};.I.l:.-'w:ih" : > erent l-nl:ll'lltlll-lldﬂl‘ who l!u u::;l: p:
1% AT thus res mible |n A coRe O .

porty of trivial amnm.mum bé permitied, without recur-
ring to any Eribumal whatever, (o examine the crew of @ newtinl
vemsel, to decide the fmportant question of their rnﬁnvﬁm -
lepiunces, and 1o carry that devislon into execution by forcing
very individunl ho ioey chooss Inw » service abhorrent to
ill feelings, cutting him off from his most tender connre-
tions, exposing his mind and his person to the most humili-
ating discip ine, und his lite (Wil o the greatest danger?
Heason, justice snd humanity unite in protesting repalnst so
extravugiant a proceeding. —State Papers, vol. 8, v. 84

T

Btates; and yet, in the fuco of thess suthoritics,
which bave entorad so largely into this debate, the Ame-
rican government st an early day deliberately adopted n
contrary policy, to which, for half a century, it has

Flead!ly adhered, It was plainly declared that only sol-
diers or officers be sopped, thus positively excluding
the idea of ! d [surics of any

L ] ®, Or
kind, not in the military or naval service, Mr. Madison,
who more than any other person ghaped our natisnal po-
licy on maritime rights, has stated it on this question. In
his remarkable despateh to Mr. Mooroe, at London, duted
January &, 1804, ho says:—

The article renounces the claim to take from the vesaels of
the neutral party, on the igh seas, any person whatever nof
in the military servies of an enemg, an eieepton which we sd-
mit to come within the law of natlons, on the subject of con
traband of war, With this 2 we ler a
Jurgg on the high seas an o safoguard (o those sailing under (t.—
Stute Papers, vol. 3, p. 8.

Then again, in the same despatch, Mr. Madison eays:—

Nugotiations, on this principlo, thus Iy )
wore (ntrustod at London to James Monroe, aftarwards
President of the United Etates. und to Willlam Pinckoey,
the must sccomplished master of prize law which our
omlrg' uced, But they were unsucceasful.
Gireat Hritain persisted, In & joint lotter dated at Lon-
don, Beptember 11, 1806, the plenipotentiaries say ;—

That it was impoasible that we should seknowl in
favor of any foreign Power the elofmn to such jurisdi on
bextrid our oesnels found upon the main ocean, as this sort of im-

im‘rund'—s clalm as plainly lusdmissible in it
principle, and derogating trom the unguestionable of
our soverelgnty, us It was vexaiious in lis pructical conse-
que Papers, vol. 8, p. 134

her joint letter dated at London, November 11,

the ahip ioto port, was wrong, fnamuch ax a navy offcer
s not entitled to rubrtitule Mimself a judicial trib 1.

2. That had the ship been carried into port, it would
nothave been liable on mecount of the rebel emissarics,
inasmuch as neutral ships wre frea to carry all perscos
not appareutly in the military or naval service of the
enem,

3. {radm tehes of war, 80 aa (o render
the rhip liable to seizu

These mutters 1 ghall copsider in their order, giving
special attention to the first, which s the pivot of the
British complaint. If in this dmwcussion I shall expose
grievances which It were better to forget, be assured it is
from no willilngness to awaken the s.umboriog anlmosi-
ties they once #o justly aroused, but siniply to exhibit the
proud position on Lhis guestion which the United Stales
mlgn:‘nld. mmﬂu.{'mglhhﬂ. A question of inter-
nat w shoul presentod ob any mere arpu-
mentum ad homsinem. 1t would be of little value to show
that Captain Wilkes was sustained by British authority
and practico, if he were condemned by international
law as interpreted by his vwn country. It helongs
1o us nowg-tay, let it be our pride, al any cost of
Individual ~prep or Y lces,
to upbold that law in all its force, as it was often
declared by the best maen in our history, and
by nativnal acts; and let va seize the prosent occaslon to
cunsccrate L8 ive and umequivocal recognition. ln
ox for prisoucrs sst free, we receive from
Great tain & proctical assept, too long deforred, to a
E—ulplour!ymmm by our country, and standing

r

th ob overy of our nistory. The same volce
which asks for their hbegstion, renounces In the samo
breath an odigus fur w! ‘kunerstions the

scourge of pescelul
her municipal history beas practically contributod to the
oetablishment of fveedom beyvnd all other pations,
There are at least seven nstitutions or principles which
,8he has given w clvilization: rst, the teial by jury , s-cond-
ly, the writof habeas corpus; thirdly, the freedom of
IL- press; fourthly, bills of righta; 0ethly, the represon-
tative systom: sixthly, ithe rules and ocdors of dobate,
mlmtmnd;urmmlury law ; and seventhly, the prin-
ciple, that the wir 8 oo pure for s save W breathe—

1
1808, tho same plenipotontiuries say :—
The right waa denled the Briush comm who
as erfdlﬁﬂdwrmnhl,uﬂ B aeine w on
nenlral merchant vessls on_ the sents, who alko um“o':
that the relinguishment of it at time would go far to
overthrow of their naval , on which the nﬁhﬂt the
blmnmn&ﬂruwdex—m&?m vol. 8, p.

In still another lotter, dated of London, April 22, 1807,
Mossra. Moaroe and Plukney say of the British commis-
slonurs:i—

They stated that the prejudice of the navy and of ths
country generally was so strongly in wf Lhedr profension
that the ministry could not encounter it in a
and that in truth the support of Parllament coull not | ave
becn relied on In mech & cane.—State Pupere, vol. 3, p.

The British commissioners woro two excellent per-
sous—Lord Holland and Lord Auckland; but though
triendiy to the Unmed States in their  declars-
tions, and liberals in politics, they were powerless.
At bume, in the Upited States, tho question con-
tinued to be discussed by able wrilers. Among those
wiose opinjons were of the h t authority, was tho
Inte President, John Adams, who, from bis retirement st
Quiney, sent forth & pam, t dated Junuary 9, 1809, in
which the British pretension waa touched to tho quick;
and again the precise objection was presented which is
now urged hy tireat Britaln. Depicting the scene when
one of our ehips |sencountered by a Britwh cruiser, he
Buys—

e t i 1o ba the tbe midshi in to be
cl;l:l;'. :Im Tm-:m” in n-u#mml:l-_ Pn‘ ket ed

oL form;

Great Britain, then, must HOR AN X in the law
of nations in favor of the Fght she contends for. In what
written and rocelved authority will she tind {17 In what

except her own will it be found ¥ 0 e
*  But nowhere will she find an _ex on_to this
freedom of the seas and of neutral Hags, which justifies the
taking away of uny person , nol an_enemy in military service,

fuund on board a neutral vessel.—Thid., . 84,
Aud then, again, in the same despatch, he nays:—

Whenever a belligerent claim against persons on board a
neutral 1eur!.ilr¢&':rr¢ to In t enemies {u walitary
o 't"'ﬁs': umtlos l fr?’mlg: 'uru- confiru ::- ﬁ:
sons in t i n; an

munity of those who are not included in it.—Ibid., p. 84,

e :'ﬁ repeatod n:h::kl“ Madison iustruet i-.ll'
. .
aco ion b United States

Monroe 1o prop

and Great Britain, containing the following stipulation:—
person whataver shall, u the high seas and without

5!‘ of either p-np;:’h a&m or taken out

O Sk pmrie: ¥ the pubiS o peivata 47R mi'«‘.‘i?p."‘u"h:’“ jing

1

1o or ln lluu'r‘v?n or’fm other, wnles oueh e the

time in the militury service of an enemy of such other party.—

Tiried., . 82,

Mr. Mouroe preesed this etipulation most earnestly u)
the British government; but though treated courteously ,
he eon'd get no satisfaction with regard to it.  Lord Har-
rowby, the Foreign =ecretary, in oue of his conversations,
“expressed a concern to find the United States opposed to
Great Hritain on cortain grost neutral questions in favor
of the doctrines of the modern law, which he termed no-
velties’” (State Papers, vol. 3, p. 99.) Awd Lord Mul-
grave, who ed this accomplished nobleman, per-
severed in the rame dissent, Mr, Monroe writes, under
date of 18th of Uctober, 18056:—

On a review of the of this g n ds the
United States T am Inclined o jhink that the delay which has
bewn g0 siddiously sought Is part of & system, sod thatiimw
Intonded, as clicuinatanoes |83 0F, W subject our comm e at
present and hereafler Lo every nk iheir power.—
State Papers, vol. & p. W7,

Afterwards Mr. Monroe was Jolned by Mr. Pinkuoey in
the mission to Londun, and the two uniled in presesting

this samo ition again (o the Hritish gevernment.
{State Papers, vol. 3, p. 137.) It was rejected, sithough
the ministry of Mr. Fox, who was then o power, seems L0

have affborded at one time the expectation of an agree-
ment. While these distinguwbhed plenipotentiories were
preseing this principle at London, Mr, Madison was main-
tainiug 1t at home. 1o an blisbed comm.nication w

8, ""m‘ m.mm" ot b § ‘without smiling, m":'

B 1 Vele out sm .
i 'y Anto our tho ﬁ wnd
teurs of griel or

[\ un.:nnr ridicule by the re
—John Adama Worke, vol. 9, p. 322,
At last  all redress through upegotiation was
found to be impessibie; and  this  pretension, ag-
gravated into  multiwdinous  yranny, was openly
announeed to bo one of the principal reasong for the de-
claration of war against Great Britain in 1812, In his
message to Congries, dated June 1, of that year, Mr.
Madisen, who was vow President, thus exposed the offen-
give charncter of the pretemsion; aud his words, directed
nt practiee, ure now ochood by Great

e
interrupts
VGBI

0 declared and first innde a reality by British law.
I;:‘:t'hor natlon can ehow such sooful triumpl

But while thus entitled to our gratitude for glorions ern.
tributions to municipal Inw, wo turn with disgent and
eorrow (rom much whieh sbe has gought to fasten upon
internatiooal law, In municipal questions Great Britain
drew inapiration from ber own native common law, which
wis lostiset with freedom; but espocially in maritime
questions ariing endor the law of nations this Powor
reains to have acted on that obnoxious principle of the
Reman law, positively “:I!urm in mumc;;‘:’l quw;fhm!.
Crued 1 a8 wigorem  habed, too often,
under this ins) 1o bave iuposed upon na-
tions Ber own arbitrary will. The time bas been whe

#he preirnded Lo sovereigaty over the senn surroumding
the Eritish lsles, as far as Cape Fiulstierro o the
south, and Vanstten, in Norway, to the north.
But, driven (rom this preteasivn, other pretensions,
less local, but bardly iess offensive, were avowed,
The boast of *Rule, Hritenpia, role the wayves,”
was practically adopted hy Iritish oourts of wd-

consented to act ax Minister of the legl RO t
of New Granada when he was made aware that he would
not be received as the repr fve of Momqg This
is not correct. It well known bhere that immediately
nfter G | Herran's arrival at New York our govern.

corning which T understand Mr. 8 fully satisfiod
himself ubout. The Benator's notice of Gen. Stone was
brief, but pointed. A few days alterwards Eena-
tor Bumner received » lotter from Gen. Stone,
the contents of which are (he subject of street
comment, and do mnot reflect creditably upon General
Btone, who, it is sakl, smployed languag da the
Massachusetts Senator which In characterized by those
who bave read the letier as belng unbecoming a soldler,
much less an oficer of the distinction and position of
@eneoral Stone.  Mr. Sumner (reats tho letter with con-
tempt. The whole subject is in the hands of General
McClellan at present; bui it is the delermination of
paveral SBenators 1o bring the subject before the Senate.

DIBAGREEMENT HETWEEN GENBRAL MANSFIELD AND

GENERAL WOOL.

Genoral Mansfield, wha is at present in command at
Newport News Point, is pressing a demand for
removal t0 some other position, on sccount of
an unplessant disagreement between himself and
General Wool. It appears that on the rocent occasion,
when & body of the rebels crossed New Market Bridge
General Mansfield wounl out with a foreo to repulse
them, There was a group of houses on each aide of
the ecreek. Those nearest to the (federal fortifica-
tion affurded shelter o our soldiers, and thowe on
the other aide were used for protection by the
rebels, in the skirmishes that oceurred st that
point, the rebels in retiring barnt the houses that ehel-
tarnd our troops, and General Manstield, o deprive the
rebels of tho advantage they had, burned these on the
other alde. For this be was seversly consured by Gen.
Woul, who, In general ordars, charncierized the act s n
pleco of Vandalism, This public censure, for doing what
he d d a duty In lelng m pr y carg for
the salety of his troops, bas rendered Gen. Mansleld's
pouition peculiarly disagreeable, but his request for a
chaoge has not yeL boen granted.

TMTORTANT ARREST.
Emithsou , n promineat banker of this city,
arrested yosterday aftervoon, upon tho charge of
bio correspond with the enemy. Ho laa Vir
ginian, and has never mude any meeret of his sympathy
with the rebels. Many of the leaders of the rebellion
wore hin most jutimate associates.  He was & zealous and
tial bor of the M Ep
South, and Lis friends are unwilling o believe that bo
been guilty of any improper conduct.
NDITION OF OENERAL M'OLELLAN AND ORNERAL

MARCY.
Nelther General McClellan nor General Marcy were out
w-day, the incl y of the her renderiag their
waposure imprudent.

ALL QUIRT ALONG THE LINE,

Everything has been quiet to day slong the lines of Lhe
army.

v THE REPORTED BATTLE AT ROMNEY,

8o far as any conflict or skirminhing with the enemy is
eoncernod, nothiug of official of the fight ot Romney, an-
mounced to-day, has been received at hosdquaters.

ARRIVAL OF THE PRISONERS FROM RICHMOND,

The Richmond privoners arrived this afternoon. They
will receive tlieir pay, and thoss enlinted for thres ysars
are ordered back o their regimonts, oemplain that
©0 ration sllownanon ia granted, alleging they were

ment was informed that he would proceed to Washington
to net on his former credentials, and before any opluion
in that respect could have been expressed by our govern-
ment.

SENATOR BRIGHT NOT TO BE EXTNLLED.

The £ the Judiciary have come to th®
eonclusion, six to one, to report agaiost the expulsion of
Ennator Jesse D. Bright, of Indiana, the question invely-
Ing his loyaliy having boen referred to Lhom.

THE PRESIDENT AT THE CAPITOL.

The President ,accompanied by his privaie secretaries,

was at the roum of the Vice Presid In the Capitol

s { "

Capiain Wikes, ol the United States st Ban J
an Ighed dy well known by his scien-
oceaslon, acted without
forgot | Il!m:l-l\bl fixed III:' l:(u.tlh. Lbl:..
i or A xed policy © repu
which has been from the beginning like a frontiet between
tho eyes, and transcended the law of nations, as the
United States have always declared it, hisapology must
be found in woglrkllh: Impulse by which ba was in-
spired, and the British examples which be could not for-
get. were the enemies of his eountry, embodying
In themselven the triple casence of worst enmity—itres-
son, conspirscy and robellion—and they wore a
embassadorial character, which, as be well
cording upl;?h Hritieh authority, rendered them liable
to be stopped. 1f, in the ardor of an bonest
tuln Wilkes errod, he might well say:—

Who cian be wise, unrriu and furlous,
o man,

d ofticer,
tific explorations, who, on this
iustr b

new, mo-

nature, Cap-

amazed,
ul and veatrul s momen
The expedition of my violeut love
Outran the pauser reason,
Wha could refrain

to-day, attending to public businers.
NOT A DESERTER.

The name of Mathian Spoo, of the Fifth Wisconsin regi.
ment, appeared among the list of desertors published in
the Himarp. G I H me that Spoo is
not & deserter. He waa to kn of | ity,
and while suffering from one of these sttacks i supposed
to have wandered outside of our lines aod to have been
captured by the enemy's pickets. Aside from Bpoo and
anciber crazy soldier, who is now in an msane asylum,
there hasnot been & dosertion from General Hancock's
brigade,

THE UNITED BTATES AGRIOULTURAL ROCIETY.

The United States Agricuitural Soclety to.day ro-electod
Preatdent Hubbard, Secretary Poor, Tremsurer French,
and nearly all the old Vies Premidents, The Exooutive
Commities was reorgunized , and consinta of Marahall |,
Wilder, of Maspachusetts; Fredk. Emyth, of New Hamj-
shire; leane Newtou, of Philadsiphia; Chas. B. Calvet, of
Maryland ; Legrand Byington, of Towa; J. 0. Sullivan, of
Obilo, and M. Meyers, of California. Fresident Lincoln‘s

r dation of the blishment of an sgrioultoral
and  wialistical department was warmly commended,
and ho was elected un b y I The auggos.

vions of the President’s nddress weore debated and en.
doreed, and a large editlon was ordered to be printed.
h 1 bie eatablishment of an agsicultural dopartment was dig-
cussed aud recommonded. There was a decided expres.
slon of opinion against national exhit . unlesw ibey
can bo held at Wanhiuglon,

THIRTY-SEVENTH CONGRESS.
FIUST BESSION.

Benate.
Wasminaron, Jan, 0, 1882,
THE DEAD LETTER OFFICK.

Mr. Corvawmn, (rop.) of Vi, from the Post Offios Com-
mittes, reported back the bill to promote the effcloncy of
ihe Dead Lotter Office.

The hill provides that all dead lotters be returned (o the
writers justead of being destroyed.

Aftor a long discussion the bill was postponed tHI to-
motrow.

EIPULMON OF WALDO i1 JORNSON, OF MUSMURL

Mr. Tacwovis, (rep.)of 0., reported from be Judi.
clary Commitiee in favor of the resolulion to expel Waldo
H. Johtsoa,.of Miseour).

MILITARY AFFAIRE, WTC,

Mr, Wimon, (rop.) of Mass., reported a bill to provide
for the igual Daparftmont of the army.

Alwo & bill for the .ofganisation of she alafl of she di-
vinions of ibe army.

That had & heart 9 love, snd in that beart
O g2 to make hinlove Ruown?

I this transaction be regarced oxclosively in the light

of British procodents: if we follow the seeming suthority
Sl apentnlly I we scrioy i S epstind Ehamagte o)
and ily if wo acoapt

Mritisl cruisers, upbeld by the Hritish ment

agninst the aft repeated protests of the United States, we
1 pot find it ditticult 8o vindicute it. The act becomean
tﬂlmb\e only when brought to the tonchatone of
those liberal privciples, which, earliest times,
the  American t  has ntnnly avowed
and sought to advance, and which othar Eu
ropean  nations  have acceptod  with
the sea. Indeed, GCroat Britain mhwlam
except by now  adopting those  jdent
ples. and should wo undertake to vindicate the wet, it
enn bo done only by repudiating the se ldnllnlgnklpl‘m
Our two cames will be peversed, In the struggle betweon
Laories and Hamlct, ihe two eombatunts exchauged
raplern; o that Hamlet was armed with thy rapier of
Lacrtes and Laorten wae armed with the rapier of Hulot.
And now «n thigFeasitive question a simil hang
occurred,  Great Britain 8 armed with Amoriean prinel
plen, whils to us 18 left only those British principlos which,
throughiout our history , have been constantly , ‘el borate
Iy, and solemnly rejcoted. Lord Russell,in his despateh
w0 Lord Lyons, communieated o Mr. mei.mmm
himself by maying thai it that cortaln individusis
have been foreibly taken on board o British vessel,
the mnip of a neutral Power, while such veel woe ing
a lavful and immocen’ n act of violenoce which was
an alfiont to the British tag, sod a violation of interia.
tional law."" Hore s a positive assertion that the ship, no-
t riously having on board the rebel omisearies was puran-
iog o lawful aud innocent voyage; bul thers is no speci-
flieation of the precise ground om which the act ln ques-
tion is regarded as s violation of international law. Of
couree It i not au affront, for an accident can never be
un afront 1o an individual of toanation. Bug public
roport, autbenticated by the concurring testimony of
various authorites, English and Continental, furbids us
o coniioue ignorant of Lthe prechve ground on which this
act s prosented ae s violation of international law. I
wal admitted that s United States man-of war, meeling s
British  mail yteamer beyond tho territorial limits of
Great Hritain, might ralject her (o visitation and search;
algo that the United “tatos ship-of.war might put a prize
erew on board the British steamer, and carry her off to &
of (he United Sistes for ndjudieation by a prise courd
+ bul that she would have no right to remove the
omissaries, who were not apparently ofeers in the
milltary or nawal pervico, and carry them off aa
Er , leaving (he lhlr to pursus her voynage.
ndar th eircumstances, in the excercise of o belligerent
rigne, she Aritiwh stenmer, with all on board, might have
heen red and carried off, but acesrding to the

ndjudieaiion of a prize court. This las
been confidently stated by an Englleh writer, assumiog
@ pot the euse for his government, an follows —

hl'uunhlh lﬂwmmm:‘:u?%
e . "
rq:l‘fmnul -m%—v a prive Mrl.';’ud ad.

y, and universal muaritime rights were sub-
Jocted to the apecial exigencics of Britsh inwroas, In
the consci # of gth, und with a uavy that
¢uld pot be opposed,, Llus Fower bus pot chaios upon the
wea. The comimerce of the United Stutes, as it began
to whiten the oosan, was cruclly docimated by these
arbitrary American #lips  and cargoes,
while, in the language of Lord Rossell, “pursalog o law-
ful sand inpocent voyage,”’ sutfered from the Hritish
admiralty courts mure than from rock or tempest.
Ehipwreck was less (req Lthan il y
when it camo, L was easier to bear. Hut the lors of
y stung Jess than the outrage of impressment, by
which foreigners, under the protection of the Amorican
ting, and also American citizens. withoutany form of trial,
and st the mere mandate of & navy offcer, who for the
moment actod as & judicial tribonal, were dragged away
from the deck which should have been to them n racre:d
altar. This outrage, which was feebly vindicated by the
municipal claim of treat Britain 10 the seivices of
her own rubyj | Ly and per, "
law In silent and

was ar
Iy on tho high seas, where municipal
international lsw alone provails. Tho velligereat right of
ot

L A purai
Britain, in tho single mnstapce which bas scciudentally
occurred:—

Could the selzure of DBritish subjects in such cases be
regarded as within the exenise & beligeront right, the
wperniowledged laws of war, which forbid an article o caps
tured property to be s judged without s regular juvestiga-
Won before a competent tibunal, woskl dopeariosly
the fuivest teanl w here the meved righte of persona wece of (e,
In place of swch o lriqll.'.!m-. £ are uzkjm-f to the will
of every Lpetty =&t . vol I, p.

While the war was wagiug the sublect was still dis-
cursed. Mr. Grundy, in the Houso of tatives, in
& report from the Committee on Forelgn Affairs, suid —

a1t r any other ofticer of the British Nav t
m:. :r‘r.i-'r -';l- ur n {e::-h nease,  The Libertles and fkmr
Amerioan eith ns ought not 1o depend oo the will of such &
party, —State Fapers, vol. 3, p. 608,

Such was the American ground. The British pretension
wits unhesitatingly proclaimed in the declaration of the
Prince Regeut, aiterwards George IV, , given at the palace
of Westmivster, January 8, 1813:—

The President of the United Siates bas, It s troe, sinee
proposed 1o Great Britan an armistion ] not, bowever, on the
adniisslon that the cansa of war hitherto relied oo was re-
moved; bt on condition that Great Britaio, as a preliminary
wiep, shoubl do awiy & canse of war now brought forward us
...-i“rnr the frat tine—nsmely, LRt she showlid shatnidion the ea-
ercise if her UNDOUBTLD BIGUT 1f seareh b fake from Ameriom
pierr Mot ceseels Hiitish scoien, the natural bora swljects of his

"Hl.?&m Highness can never admit that, in the exarcise of
the UNBOURTED mnd hitherto wadispated  vight of "ﬂm
wesatrod wiws Bt vessels in time of wer, the (mgpresment s Iirity
sestinem, Whn tound thereit, man be decined sy i P ot
wewtenl Mg, Neliher can Lo ndmit that inking of such
mmmm on buard such vessels cn be coabdered by any
wesbrod Stage an @ hostile meoure or o justifalie conse af war,
The war was closed by the treaty st Ghent; but per-
vorsely the British protession was net renounced. Other
negotintluna o 1818, under Presideut Monroo; in 1823,
algo under Monroe; nud aguin in 1827, under Jubn Quine
Adams, espresaly to procure it renunciation, were all
upnvailing. At Inst, in 1542, ut the treaty of W) »
Mr. Webster, calm!y setting aside all jdea of further ne-
gotiation on this proetension, and wi oVen propos

search,derivea from 1 iaw, was P
this purpose, and the quartor.deck of every Britlsh
crulser was mado a oating judgment seat.  The praction
early, and was coutinucd constantly ; nor did it
discriminate among its victims. Tt is meslioned by Mr.
Jeftarson, and ted by & Hritish writer on interna.
tional law , tbat two nophows of Washington, on their way
home from Rurope, were ravished from the protection of
the American flag, without any joalcial procoedings, nad
placed as commen seaton under the ordinary discipline
of Britinh shipe-of war, The victims were connted by
thousanda. Lord Castleroagh himsell admitted, on the
floor of Lhe House of Commons, that an inquiry institu-
ted by the Briush government Lad discovered in the
il bl'lm threo thousand five :mm I:rn claim.
to improsaed  Awmericans. t our partment
:"mum-:mﬂnmwmrmm,wd 3
wan ostimated that st leust as many more might
have occurred, of which no infarmation bad Lesn ro.
eelved, Thus, secording to this officlal admission of the
British Minister, there was resron to believe that the
uarter deck of & British man-of «war bad been made a
ting judy went throo th d five hundred times
while, according to the recorde of our own State Depart.
ment, it had been mado & lioating judgment sent six thou.
sand times and ‘:rnnu. and ench time an Amorioen
citigen had boen taken from the protection of his flag
without any form of teinl kuowa to the Inw. 11 a preten-
slon so intrinsically Iawiess could bo sanetioned by pro-
cedent, Great Britain would have sucespded in lotorpolat-
ing itinto the law of nations. Protest, argument, Bogo.
tiation, correspondence, and war teelf—unhappily the
Jnet reason of ropublics as of kKings—were all om vd o
viin by the United States Lo procure & renunciation of
this intolerable pretension. The ablewt papers in our
di tie history nre devoted o this  pa )
and the only serioue war In which we n“rm
guged, until d 1o thin  rebal.
llon , waa Lo ovoreomae by arms this vory pretension which

would not yleld to reason.  Pegiiniog in the last cor oy,
the corres) I H\IICOIWJ Uy the recont 1o y
of Mr. Seward o Lord Lyovs. The long continued . x-

plon of eanfliet ks now happily removed, and the proten.
wion disa O —=t0 Like its mmony euri-
ofillen the past. Butldo not content mysell with
naserting the Istent ition of the American gov-
orumeant. 1t belougs to atgunent, that 1 slica'd ax-
hibit thin ition and the precise ground cn which It
was | Ing identical with thst pow adopted b
Great Britaim  And here the leatimony |8 complete, i
you will kindiy fellow me, you shall see it from the be-
mm’h the public lite of our country,and In the an.

tie recocds of our government. This Writlsh proten-
wion mrour~ od startied the sdmmistration of Wasliing-
ton, and 1 # s o Mr, Jelfrnon, his Seoretary of State,
was enllsto . against it, 1o a leiter lo Pinckney
our Minister at Londen, datad June 11, 1702, he eaid —

e sk rile will be that the vexeel Leing American

e ence that the seamen on bos d her are sach.

In another lottar o the same Minlster, dated October

m&m,nﬂm o caso of special outrage,
a8

B

llnel:-m a m wa’mlor from Messrs, ﬂ:owm
elhadde, me compfaiafag or the tadr
o (Auy e on the umlila'!r !fl&'l hﬁbeunmanda

of & British veseel, o many instanoes of this kind
have ba ‘:rltlﬂn = q

1 s plain vives o £ho 4Objecs, and VS 1od 1o
(] ) yen on Ll an
ﬁvun' and punieb Fuapers, vol, ll':

eondyet —Mate

any stipulation with d to it deliberately an
the principle irrevocably adopled by our governmeut. It
was the pﬂnr;fiu early sunounced ot the beginuing of the
republie by Mr. Jeflerson.  This despateh is one of the
most me i rable in our history, and it bears directly on
the existivg controversny when, inexposiug the British
pretension, It says.—

o e t of n-af-war, having necessiiy for
..3.'.'.‘:‘.'!'.,‘. ;‘:-“:l:uw' Julgpe, anvd hin dm‘:hum- will be
qum-uufumnm-.r his own wants sid his own
«rm truth and justios of the case, —Webater s W
"

At & lnter day still, #n the very eve of recent events,
wo find General Case, as Secretary of State, in hin clabo-
rate instroctions o our Ministers in Europe, dated 27th
June, 1450, deciaring privelyples which may properly con-
trol the presont question.  He says:—

1t i obwlons, from the temper of the age, that the rfﬂlllli
is po seie tme 10 pesert and enioree protensions on the parn
ol belllgerent Powers sifocting ‘e intenost of natlons sl
peace, wnles sk g oetencions are cloaely jutiied by the e of
il . . . . o The stopping o
ne ral vemseln npan the hizh seas, thelr forcible sniranee,
and i overhnling and examination of their carjoes, the
welrnirn of thetr freight, of (e will of o Foredgn afles, th fre.
uent interynption of thelr viyages by oowpelling them 10
chunge their destination, in order (0 seek n-unbg; i, abore
hily the aobwwes wlich ee o prome b acompeing (he eservise of
wntimifeed perwes, Where responsibility Is remoie; these are,
nieed, serious obstroctinns, Bitke likely o be sabniiied o
in ihe present sta's of world withoul s formidable effort
to prevent them,

fuch 14 an authentle history o this Rritish prolension,
and of the manner i whieh by b boen met by our gov.
orument  An' now thy special argument formerly di-
rectmd by us sgninst this p s slon s directed by Great
Hritain againet the proteston of Captain Wilkes 1o take
two rebol emissarics from a Brivieh packet ship. 11 Cap-
tain Wilkes (s right in this preteision, then tiroughout
all these internional doebates, extending over at loast
two general.one, we have been wrong.  out it has hoen
sometimes sndd Lo steam packet hn\fi!(b on buard the
rebel on issarion was on this sccount liable to eaplure,
and thereforo the error of Captain Wilkes in taking the
vinissal iee was simpy sb ertor of form and nel of sab.
stance. 1 4o not siop 1o m“'i"'lil\lhﬂlhﬂr an O\OPI:II;::
Bimimary war ogaloet which our governmint
0 munl:?) provested  c¢an be under clrcum.
stonces=nn o ror merely of fovm; for the policy of
vur  goverrment, st positively declared In it
diplomacy, and a'vo sltested in nomeroas  trealles,
Jeaves mo room (o doubt thal & npeatral ship
with belln P K oot in the military or naval
”rvlrc-I # not lsble wmmulr , and m‘t:ru the whole
proceeding was wroug, unly bocause PAssongora
were taken from the ship, but also because the vhip, how.
soever gulity morally . was not gulity legaily in rec vl
such pagsengers on board, IF this question were
on English suthorition it might be otbarw me . bul, sceord.
Ing o Americun principles. the ship was lecally innocent.

course, | say iothing of the morsl 5:‘“! mdelli-
bie in that ship, In the middie of the last century, lh:

wWorng
vol. 6,

Mr. Merry, the British Minister at Washinglon, besring
date 9th April, 1805, which T extract from thie fiies of the
stale Department , he doclared :—

The United States cannot acceds to the claim of any nation
10 take from their vessels on the high sens any deawiiption af
porsons, exoept solidiers lu the setusl service of the encmy.

Iu a roply, bearing dgto 13th April, 1805, this principle
wius pusitively repud by the Britise Minister—eo
that the two governments were ranged unequivoeally on
oppeaite Biies. 1he treatics of the United Slates with
forelgn ustions are in harmony with this principle wo
energotically propused and uphiold by Me. Madison, In
the ireaty of cotnmerce with Fiance, in 1778, 1t 18 ex-
preesly” provided that.—

Envmbes to boih or either party are not te be taken out of
the wdtd sbips, wnless they e sdiere and v dctuad srrvice of
the enemdes. —Statutes at Large, vol, 8, p. 36,

In the treaty with thoe Nedherlande, in 1882, the excep-
tiot 6 confined to “military men actuslly in the service
of an enemy,” (Ibid., p. 38;) and this same excoplion
will aleo be found In tho treaty wilh Swedon, in 1782,
élhld,.p.ﬂ'.) with Prussin, in 1785, ((bi., p. 90,) with

i, in 1708, (Ibid., p. 140;) with France, i 1800,
(Ibid., p. 184;) with Coiumabia, in 1824, (Ibid.,p. 312;)
with Usntral Atherica, in 1825, (Ibid. , p. 328.) with Bra-
zil, in 1528, (Ibid., p. 363.) wrh Moxieo, in 1531, (Ibid.,
p. 4160 with Chile, in 1832, (Ibid., p.dl.') with Vene-
zueln, in 1838, (Ibid., p. 472;) with Peru-Bolivia, in 1858,
(bid., pr. 40u;) with Keuador, in 1839, (tbid., p. b40:)
with New Granada, in 1546, (Statutes, vol. 0, p. 858
with Gustemala, in 1849, (5 atutes, vol. 110, M;
with San Salvador, 10 1860, (Ibid., p. 804;) n ihe
treaty with Peru, in 18561, (ibid., p. 936.) Such is the
unbroken testimony, in the most solemn formn, o the
policy of our government. ln some of the treaties the
eaception i simply *‘soldiers,” in othois 1§ i “olficers or
solaiers.'” It is true that among these toatles (here in
none with Great Britain; but it » also true, that this s

in Power refused it assent when this
privciple was presented by our governmoul as an un-
doubted part of ioterpational law which it desired to
confirm by tresty. Clearly and beyuvid all question, ng-
cording o American priociples and prectice, the ship
was not llable to capture uvn account of the presence
of ieB, ** b b or ollicers;"

the o ny o
Bince tbe of Utrecht, in 1713, the policy of the cou-
Unental mm refused to manction removal of
encoiies (Pom a nedtral abip, uoless milltary mon in
active servic-. 4 vl now, mince this debute has eom-
menced, wo have (Lo positive testimony of the French
gevernment to the same principle, given with -m:hl
reference Lo Lhe present case, TL enel, the ' B
ter of the Emjeror for AfaiTe, o & recent letter
1o Mr, Soward, published with the pipers now before the
M,mvlm that the rebel vmainsaries, not
being mildiary persons actually in the service of the
enemy, were not subject to seizure on board & noutral
#hip. 'll:neum part of the subject with the remark
it & Great Brilain alooe whose position
un  this questien can  be  brought Into  doubt,
another question occurs. Beyoud  all

question, there were ' despatehes’” from the rebel bell

ronts ou board the ship—such “despatahos’’ as rebols
write. Public repori, the statemont of on hoard
the ship, and the boastful declhuation of Jeffarson Davis
in a public document, that these emissurion were pro-
ing under an appointment from him—which appoiut-
mont would be a “despatch’’ of tho h

t charnctor—
seom 1o this fact beyona den Assuming this
fact, the vhip was liabie to are and 1o be earried off

for mdjud loation, necording to tinh ies, unless
the positive mlalmm Sir Wiiliam Boott in the case of
the Atalanta, (8 Robinson R, p. 440) , and also the Queen's
T jon mt the ment of this rebollion
where Cdespatlches’’ are enumerated sm contraban,
& ticles, are treated as nollities, or so far modified in thelr
application as W b words, and nothing more.  But how-
over hinding nud peremptory thess authorities may be
in Great Britain, they eanoot bo o rever=e the
standing prdicy of the United States, wnich here ngain
leaves no rovm for doubt. In order to glve precision to
the pights which it claimod and at the esme time accord-
od on the ogean, our g o orament s sought to explain in
trentios what [t mean ‘ Ceontraband,  Ax early as 1705
in the treaty with &, after speeifying contraband
articles, without ludivg despatohes, it In 1
that:—

Free goods are all other merchandise and which

Are
not comprehe nded and :nmlruh:a mentioned In the fore-
woing ennmeration of contraband goods.—Skitutes af Large,

vol, B, p B
n other treatier, subsequont to the judgment of Sir
Willinm Scott, rec i bies an b and

therefore tically discarding it, after mmrwuﬁ'
contraband articles, without specifying ‘‘despaichies,
the following prwl.ll'on in introduced (—

ra‘lhl:t ul:o!fvr merchundines llr:l:!nw:.m “l;nnm In lli-.
:ho\‘l:,’lhlﬂ"h held :n‘ mim a8 (roe—ld., p.
Treaty with anal fevber trontion poe im

Thus we have not only positive words of enumeration
without mentioning o ," but also 4
words of exelunion, so that cannbut oon-
sidored as contraband. Those

iralty ( ourts oo all there matters are ciled
e ikions of our Bupreme Court are cited. o com 4. &
any oxisted, they would be uf tie h value, But
there are notie, and the reason is abvious, Thise

Swiss professor, Vatlel, doclared that on the b

'“‘ ok L "‘
of war wo cewse 10 be uader woy obli of leaving the :; EW-u ub‘oy:;‘am’lh:‘ / ,lh“.
enemy to the frco enjeyment of bis rights | and (his pria: | and ond all question, according 10 Amorican
at he applied hmg o the translt of am! < | and practice, the ship was oot llable o on ac-
(Vatiel, bovk 4, enp. T, sec S6) Sir Willlam Soott, | sount of despatchos ot bourd, And here again we have the
quoting this authority, at the beginoing of the pu-‘ coneurring ta.timony of continental and
century, et fail choae words - of (he French governmeni, in the recent of M. Thou.

t stap the ambarsdor of the snemy on
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